
#YakiniVaksin: An awareness campaign to debunk COVID-19 vaccine

myths and misconceptions

10 April 2021, KUALA LUMPUR: The long-term success of the public health response to the

COVID-19 pandemic will depend on population immunity, also known as herd immunity. In

order to obtain herd immunity, the government aims to vaccinate more than 80% of the

population, or nearly 27 million people, by the first quarter of 2022. Malaysia’s COVID-19

national vaccination plan started in late February 2021. However, immunisation programmes

are only successful when there are high rates of acceptance and coverage.

Although global confidence in the COVID-19 vaccine is growing, vaccine hesitancy and

unwillingness remain a major concern. To address this, Science Media Centre (SMC) Malaysia

and science newspaper, The Petri Dish officially launched #YakiniVaksin, an awareness campaign

project which aims to debunk COVID-19 vaccine myths and misconceptions. The campaign is

supported by Malaysian pharmaceutical company, Duopharma Biotech Berhad as part of its

corporate social responsibility initiative.

Tan Su Lin, co-founder of Science Media Centre Malaysia opined that myths and misconceptions

about the coronavirus vaccine are among the reasons that are causing public fear and

hesitancy: “The unprecedented speed of vaccine development and a surge of misinformation

on social media has fueled skepticism about COVID-19 vaccines. As the world battles a

pandemic, stripping the truth from the lies is more urgent than ever. Through this initiative, we

hope to empower the public so they are able to tell facts from fiction when it comes to getting

vaccinated against COVID-19,” said Su Lin.

Through #YakiniVaksin, expert opinions and explanations on COVID-19 vaccines are gathered

and explained through various formats such as webinars, factsheets, articles and infographics to

debunk some popular misconceptions to help the public get a better understanding of the

vaccine. Information is presented and packaged in bite-size and easy to understand language.

According to Editor-in-Chief of The Petri Dish, Dr Mahaletchumy Arujanan:  “The Petri Dish is

the only science media in Malaysia and we feel it is our responsibility to create public awareness

on vaccines to support the biggest and most critical vaccination program in Malaysian history.”
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“Science literacy is still low among Malaysians, which leads to opposition or criticism for

science. This is a double whammy and will derail our initiatives to get out of the pandemic. We

are very happy to have Duopharma supporting our #YakiniVaksin campaign,” said Dr

Mahaletchumy.

Meanwhile, Leonard Ariff Abdul Shatar, Group Managing Director of Duopharma Biotech said,

“As a responsible corporate organisation, we want to support the government’s initiative in

raising public awareness and knowledge on the COVID-19 Immunisation Programme. All

vaccines that have gone through rigorous evaluation by the National Pharmaceutical Regulatory

Agency (NPRA) are safe and efficacious. I highly recommend all Malaysians to register for

vaccination. We support #LindungiDiriLindungiSemua.”

#YakiniVaksin kickstarted last week with an online webinar on COVID-19 vaccines, ‘Kenali Vaksin

COVID-19’ where two experts debunked some popular misconceptions on the COVID-19 vaccine

in Bahasa Malaysia. The experts were immunologist, Prof. Dr. Norazmi Mohd Nor, from the

School of Health Science of Universiti Sains Malaysia and epidemiologist, Associate Professor Dr

Malina Osman from Universiti Putra Malaysia. During the webinar, the experts addressed some

of the popular misconceptions such as: Was the COVID-19 vaccine rushed? Can pregnant

women take the vaccine? And are the vaccines safe? The FB live session was moderated by Dr

Mahaletchumy.

Watch the FULL webinar here: https://youtu.be/K1Qb7mHJ46o

- Ends -

About Science Media Centre (SMC) Malaysia

SMC Malaysia is an independent resource centre under the auspices of the Malaysian Biotechnology

Information Centre (MABIC) which aims to provide evidence-based information to support local

journalists to report on complex or controversial science issues that make the headlines.

For more info, please contact:

Su Lin (016-2219845)
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